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was still very susceptible to words of friendship and affection.
His doctors advised Ludwig I to pass the winter in the south; he
therefore decided to go to Rome and he hold out prospects which
delighted Mariannina of a visit in the spring of 1867 to the villa
at Ascagnano situated high above the Tiber.

Before the old King left Munich he attempted once more to
speak to Ludwig II, but the latter remained invisible even to his
grandfather. The young King had dismissed the Cabinet Secretary
von Pfistermeister in October on account of his irreconcilable
enmity to Wagner, and he replaced him by Staatsrat von Neumayr,
who had been recommended by the composer. He was also deter-
mined that as soon as his grandfather had gone south, he would
make a change of Ministers if von der Pfordten refused to yield in
the matter of Wagner. Therefore he was not anxious for another
conversation with his grandfather, who held other views, and there
was nothing left for the latter to do but to bid farewell to his
grandson by letter.

On 3rd November the old King left for Rome. Scarcely had he
arrived at the Villa Malta and received a tempestuous welcome
from his artist friends, than he heard that the. dismissal of von
der Pfordten was imminent. It had not yet been made public, but
Ludwig II had practically made up his mind. On the aotli October
he told Frau von Billow: 'The Cabinet question is now settled. I
have found new Ministers . . . matters could not continue any
longer with von der Pfordten: I am seriously thinking of Prince
Hohenlohe.'1 Full of anxiety, Ludwig I, who saw Jacobin Ministers
being placed at the head of affairs and his grandson pushed aside,
wrote to him: 'I entreat you to abstain from making changes.
Hohenlohe's views are Prussian, not Bavarian, and most of his
estates are in Prussia/2 Richard Wagner was not mentioned. His
name did not appear in any single one of Ludwig Fs letters to
his grandson; these letters only expressed anxiety concerning the
State and the maintenance of peace.

Pfordten was well aware that negotiations concerning his
successor were taking place with Hohenlohe behind his back.
On receipt of this news Ludwig I was uneasy and wrote to his
grandson3: In our days monarchist-minded Ministers are valuable;
do not remove them from their posts. I write this without their
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